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conviction, whose appeal is always to her own
intuitions, looking into truths above sense, and that
have their evidence in themselves. REASONING is
the working of contemplation upon facts and pro-
positions submitted as coming within the sphere
of this power, from which there is no appeal.
Between them we must distinguish, however, as
accurately as between a laborer and his work.
If the laborer attempt that which is above or
beyond his natural force, his work will be an abor-
tion. So with reason: she is powerful within her
own limited sphere, but powerless beyond it. As
I have said, she has two methods of procedure
in the execution of her work. The first, techni-
cally called the h priori process, creates probabili-
ties. The second, technically called the a posteriori
process, begets degrees of conviction.* When

* For the sake of those not familiar with the formative terms of
logic, definitions are here given. By the d priori reason is meant
the reason as it starts upon its work from perceptions and intui-
tions ingrained within itself, and necessary to itself. It must
perceive, e.g., that a whole is greater than its part. The distinc-
tion between truth and falsehood is, by necessity, intuitively seen.
No argument is necessary to establish these and similar first
truths. Reasoning k priori means the process by which reason
works out an argument from its own resources. It lays down,
eg, one of its own self-evident intuitions, and deduces conse-
quences from it. Its argument is from cause to effect. It thus
diverges from a starting-point within itself in lines of connected
thought to reach a conclusion.

By the d posteriori reason is meant the reason as it starts upon
its work from facts and things presenting themselves outside of
itself. It begins with a view of them and the principles by which
their nature and relations are determined, con-verging from facts
and things its lines of thought to a final point or conclusion.
Reasoning d posteriori means the process by which reason works